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Status 1  Species 
ESA CESA CDFG USFS 

Habitat Association Occurrence within the 
Municipal Boundary 

Likelihood to occur 
within the Study Site 2 

course, woody debris, in 
winter.  Young are born in a 
den, usually in a hollow 
tree, sometimes in rock den. 

Martes pennanti pacifica 
 
Pacific fisher  

SC None SSC S Coniferous forests. Observed in Mammoth 
Lodge area during 1970s. 

Unlikely.  The site does not 
contain suitable habitat for 
this species. 

Strix nebulosa 
 
Great gray owl 
(nesting) 

None E DF-S S Dense coniferous forest, 
near water, foraging in wet 
meadows.  Special habitat 
features – hollow trees and 
standing snags. 

Known occurrences in 
upper portion of 
Mammoth Creek drainage 
and Valentine Reserve, a 
probable breeding area. 

Low.  Marginal 
nesting/foraging habitat 
exists within the mature 
trees on the site. 

Source: General Plan Update, 2005 
 
1Status Codes: 
ESA – Endangered Species Act of 1972, as amended 
T = Threatened 
PD = Proposed for delisting 
PS = Partial status; status for an infraspecific population but not the full species indicated.  The value that follows represents the status in only a portion of the 
species’ range. 
SC = Species of Concern; species for which the USFWS has information indicating that proposing to list them as threatened or endangered species may be 
appropriate 
None = Species not listed or proposed for listing  
CESA – California Endangered Species Act 
E = Endangered 
Rev = Status under review 
SC = Species of Concern  
None = Species not listed or proposed for listing 
CDFG – California Department of Fish and Game 
SSC = Species of Special Concern (terrestrial vertebrate animals only) 
FP = Fully protected species 
DF – S = Department of Forestry Sensitive species  
 
USFS – USDA Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region 
MIS = Management Indicator Species 
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Status 1  Species 
ESA CESA CDFG USFS 

Habitat Association Occurrence within the 
Municipal Boundary 

Likelihood to occur 
within the Study Site 2 

S = Sensitive species 
 
2 Definitions of Likelihood to Occur  
Known = known occurrence of species within Study Site; presence of suitable habitat conditions and suitable microhabitat; or observed during field surveys. 
Moderate = known occurrence of species in the vicinity from the CNDDB, or other documents in the vicinity; presence of suitable habitat conditions exist 
within the site. 
Low = species known to occur in the vicinity from the CNDDB, or other documents in the vicinity; habitat conditions of poor quality or only marginal 
microhabitat conditions are present. 
None = species not known to occur in the vicinity from the CNDDB, or other documents in the vicinity; or no suitable habitat is present and species was not 
observed during species-specific surveys. 
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Impacts and Mitigation 

Standards of Significance 

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines, a project impact would be considered significant if the project 
would: 
 

• have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service; 

 
• have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community 

identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service; 

 
• have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means; 

 
• interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife 

species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites; 

 
• conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as tree 

preservation policy or ordinance;  
 

• conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan; or 

 
• impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites or directly harm nesting species protected under 

the provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
 
Impact 1.  Construction activities associated with the project will result in the removal of native and 
non-native vegetation, which may impact native communities adjacent to the project site.  The 
following measures are recommended to avoid or reduce this potential impact. 
 

• Trees and vegetation not planned for removal shall be protected during construction to the 
maximum extent possible.  This includes the use of exclusionary fencing of herbaceous and 
shrubby vegetation, such as hay bales, and protective wood barriers for trees.  Only certified 
weed-free straw shall be used to avoid the introduction of non-native, invasive species.   

 
• Following construction, disturbed areas shall be restored to pre-project contours to the maximum 

extent possible and revegetated using locally-occurring native species and native erosion control 
seed mix, as recommended by a qualified biologist. 

 
• Protective fencing shall be placed so as to keep construction vehicles and personnel from 

impacting vegetation adjacent to the project site outside of work limits. 
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